PAUL'S 2ND LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS

- Week 11 Questions -

Opening Question: If you had an unlimited “generosity budget” for one day,
how would you choose to use it and why?

Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 together.

Questions from the text
e Why does Paul emphasize the Macedonian’s giving “beyond their
means” and “of their own accord” (v. 3)? What does this suggest about
their motivations and their trust in God?
e What does v. 12 teach about giving according to what one does have
and not what one does not have? How does this encourage equitable
generosity?

Cross Reference
e Read Exodus 16:18 together.
Why do you think Paul chose to quote Exodus in 2 Corinthians? What
point might he have been trying to make?

Application Questions
e Why do you think Paul urges the Corinthians to complete what they
started a year ago? What lessons could be learned about follow-through
and consistency in our good intentions?
e How can we evaluate whether our generosity is coming from a place of
genuine love or from a sense of obligation or pressure?

Core Value: Surrender
As we look in Scripture, we see ways we are directed to surrender to Christ,
be a part of his biblical community, and participate in his mission.
e How can you “give yourself first to the Lord” before giving to others?
What do you need to surrender to God before serving others more fully?



