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Intro 

Check out the introduction video from Pastor Dave: 

www.templebiblechurch.org/studyfall25/ 

 

Overview 

In this session, we will explore the mission Christ has given the church and 

our call to be fully committed to it. We will also look at the practical 

ramifications that call has on us as God’s people living in the world and what 

it looks like to live all of life with gospel intentionality.    

 

Warming Up 

• Have you ever known someone who made significant sacrifices in their 

life because of their commitment to Christ and the gospel?   

• Do you think everyone should expect some cost for being a follower of 

Jesus in this world?  Why or why not? 

• Was there anything in this week’s sermon that you have questions about 

or thought was particularly interesting? 

 

Instead I am single-minded: Forgetting the things that are 
behind and reaching out for the things that are ahead, with this 
goal in mind, I strive toward the prize of the upward call of God 
in Christ Jesus.         Phil 3:13b-14 (NET) 
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As we have seen over the 

last few sessions, the church should 

be a place where people are 

relationally connected to one 

another and love each other deeply, 

sharing their lives in biblical 

community.  This creates a very 

attractive environment.  And when a 

group gets even remotely close to 

experiencing this ideal, they never 

want to lose it.  The danger is that it 

can be so attractive that it becomes 

the main focus and they forget about 

the mission Christ has given us.  To 

remind our members of this, we 

often use the phrase, “We are not on 

a mission of community, but rather, 

we are a community on a mission”.  

The experience of biblical 

community is not actually our goal 

but rather should be the natural 

byproduct of the people of God 

being the people of God together 

while pursuing the mission of Christ.  

The mission is the priority.  The best-

known passage about this mission is 

the Great Commission at the end of 

Matthew’s gospel.      

In Matthew 28:16-20 we see 

Jesus after his resurrection 

commissioning his disciples for their 

task going forward.  This is to be the 

mission of the church throughout the 

age.  It is unfortunate, however, that 

we frequently only focus on part of 

what Jesus is telling them.  We often 

make the Great Commission 

exclusively about global evangelism 

therefore leaving many people 

thinking that since they are not going 

on the mission field, then it really 

does not directly apply to them.  

They may feel like it is perfectly 

appropriate, therefore, to go on 

about their lives detached from a 

sense of mission while a few 

committed people carry the gospel to 

unreached people.   

The root of this 

misunderstanding is at least partially 

due to the fact that in our English 

translations it can appear that the 

emphasis of Jesus is on the 

command to “Go”.  But the reality is 

that the only direct command in the 

verse is the command to “make 

disciples”.  Additionally, Jesus 

specifies that by “making disciples” 

he does not just mean evangelism of 

the lost, but he also wants the new 

believers to be helped towards 

maturity by teaching them to obey 

his commands.  And the task was to 

begin right where the disciples were 

but it would not be complete until 

churches were established in all 

people groups, teaching them to 

obey all that Christ had commanded.  
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This is the ongoing role of the 

church both in areas the gospel is 

just reaching for the first time and in 

areas where the gospel has been long 

established.       

We are emphasizing a 

broader understanding of this 

passage because it is important to 

realize that even if we live the rest of 

our lives never leaving Temple 

Texas, the Great Commission still 

applies to us every bit as much as it 

does to someone on the mission field 

overseas.  Yes, we all have a 

responsibility to participate in seeing 

the gospel taken to unreached people 

groups whether directly as a goer or 

indirectly as a sender or with prayer 

support.  But even if we are not 

directly involved with missions as a 

goer, we still have a mission to 

actively engage in as part of the body 

of the church where we are.  And we 

are to live and sacrifice with the 

same gospel intentionality in pursuit 

of the mission in Temple as do our 

friends who are on the mission field.  

We are in a different context and are 

not handicapped by living in an 

unfamiliar culture, but our 

commitment to the mission of Christ 

should be just as real.  This is what 

we mean at TBC when we talk about 

our third Core Value, Sacrificial 

Missional Living. 

There is a saying that when 

someone is particularly focused and 

cannot be distracted by what is going 

on around them that they are a “man 

on a mission”.  Two things that 

characterize someone on a mission 

are a single-minded focus on that 

mission and the sacrifice of anything 

that would conflict with it.  In the 

study and discussion section of this 

session we will look at both the 

words of Jesus and Paul regarding 

what it means to single mindedly 

follow Christ and his calling on our 

lives.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotes from TBC Home Group Leaders: 

“Being involved in different areas of ministry has helped make me a more 
intentional person who is following Christ.”  

“We have enjoyed serving as a group at Feed My Sheep, CTLC, and Operation 
Christmas Child among other ministries and sponsoring several missionaries.  All of 
these have shown me Christ’s agenda is not about me but serving others for him.” 

“I have personally made a commitment to meet with any guy that wants to meet 
and sometimes that can mean really rearranging my schedule and letting go of 
some of the things I want to do.” 



 

 

1) Our commitment to the mission of the gospel flows out of our 

commitment to Jesus himself.  Read the following passage to see what 

Jesus tells those who would be his followers.  

 

Luke 14:25-33 

• What specific conditions does Jesus put on being his follower in these 

verses?  What does each mean in practice? 

 

Vs 26 

 

Vs 27 

 

Vs 33 

 

• From the three categories above, what costs have you or your family 

experienced in following Jesus?  Or asked another way, how have you 

experienced a clash of priorities in these categories?  

 

• Why do you think some people may struggle to identify a cost to 

following Jesus?  

 

• What is Jesus’ point in Vs 28-32? 

 

• How do you reconcile passages like this one and Luke 18:18-30 (Rich 

Young Ruler) that express a high cost in following Jesus with passages 

like John 3:16 that mention only the requirement of belief? 
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2) Paul definitely fit the definition of a “man on a mission” as he carried 

out his calling.  He also frequently exhorted his readers to be likewise 

single minded.  Read the following passages: 

 

Philippians 3:12-21 

 

• What is Paul’s point? What does he want for the Philippians?  

 

 

2 Timothy 2:3-4 

 

• What is Paul’s point? 

 

• What do you think Paul means by civilian pursuits?  Do you think this 

is applicable for Christians today? 

 

 

 

3) One definition for living missionally is “being committed to 

intentionally working for God’s kingdom, consistent with our calling 

and gifting, as a priority over our own preferences for our lives.” 

  

• What might living missionally look like for people not called or gifted 

as teachers or leaders?       

 

• Do you think it is possible that some believers may have no calling that 

would require them to live sacrificially?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

1) Do you feel you are committed to living missionally and serving Christ 

sacrificially or does he mostly get the time left over from your other 

pursuits?  In other words, do you structure aspects of your life around 

your role in Christ’s mission, or do you fit participation in his mission 

around your plans for your life? 

 

2) Are you clear on what your role is in the body of Christ?  Do you have at 

least a partial idea or do you feel like you have no role?  If you are not 

sure, ask other believers around you what they see in you.  Or talk to an 

elder or pastor. 

 

3) Are there actions you can take this week to more purposefully engage in 

participating in the mission of the church?  Is there something God has 

been calling you to or a need you have seen that you can meet? 
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