SURRENDER

(Personal Surrender to Christ)

Central to the gospel is the call to personally surrender to Jesus Christ as Lord. For someone who is
not a Christian, this is a call to place one’s faith in Jesus as the rightful Lord (King/Master) of their life.
For the Christian who has done that, the continuing call is to daily surrender every aspect of one’s life,
everything that is held dear, to the will of Christ. It is a continuing process of conforming one’s own
thoughts, will, and actions to those desired by our Lord.

While the call to surrender to Christ is clear in Scripture, there is much in our culture and even our
own hearts that cause submission to him to be an ongoing battle for us.

STUDY THE SCRIPTURES

Read Luke 14:25-33
What do you think is Jesus’ point in this passage? How literally do you think we should take it?

How might we have a tendency at times to diminish the severity of the demands Jesus makes on us in
this passage when we read it?

Read John 14:18-24

What is the connection between obedience and love in this passage?

How would you answer someone who says that Christianity is just a set of rules to follow?
Read Galatians 2:20

What does it mean to be crucified with Christ?

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.” What are things in your
life Christ has bid you to put to death?

Application Questions

What circumstances, environments, or activities tend to weaken your commitment and willingness to
surrender to Christ?

What circumstances, environments, or activities tend to strengthen your commitment and willingness to
surrender to Christ?

Do you agree with the statement, “It is impossible to be fully surrendered to Christ apart from
participation in biblical community”? Why or why not?

Do you agree with the statement, "Being fully surrendered to Christ will always result in active
participation in the mission of Christ”? Why or why not?



