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MY STORY:

1) Have you ever known someone that was completely untrustworthy? Where a promise to
do something was effectively meaningless?

2) Are you viewed as a man or woman “of your word”? What does it take to be viewed that
way by others?

QUICK REVIEW:

This week we continue with our series Learning From Jesus, a look at the Sermon on the Mount.
This is probably the most famous teaching section by Jesus found in Scripture, providing his
disciples a contrasting framework for viewing their lives with each other and God than was
popularly held. Was there anything from this week's sermon that particularly caught your
attention, challenged, or confused you? How would you summarize the main ideas of this
week's message?

DIGGING DEEPER:
Read Matthew 5:33.

1) What was the command emphasizing that Jesus says they had been taught? What
was the cultural issue it was addressing?

2) What s the role of an “oath” or “vow”? How are they used in our culture?

3) Why do we break promises/oaths?

Read Matthew 5:34-36.

4) What is Jesus’ point in these verses? How is it related to the commandment not to
take the name of God in vain? (Deut 5:11)
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5) Why do we think appealing to something outside ourselves (such as God) enhances
our truthfulness?

Read Matthew 5:37.

6) What does Jesus tell them to do instead of taking an oath? Why is “more than that”
from the evil one?

7) Why is being true to one’s word important for a Christian? How does it reflect the
nature and character of our Father?

TAKING IT HOME:

1) Are there ways that your “yes” has not been “yes” or your “no” has not been “no” that you
need to address, correct, or seek forgiveness for this week?

2) How can you avoid making commitments or promises that you do not follow through with
in the future?

Prayer Requests:
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