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MY STORY:

1) Have you ever been wronged in a way where you sought justice through a third party
(court, authorities, mediator, etc...) as a result? What were the circumstances?

2) Have you ever been involved in a situation where someone else felt they were the wronged
party and sought justice from you through a third party? Elaborate.

QUICK REVIEW:

This week we continue with our series Learning From Jesus, a look at the Sermon on the Mount.
This is probably the most famous teaching section by Jesus found in Scripture, providing his
disciples a contrasting framework for viewing their lives with each other and God than was
popularly held. Was there anything from this week's sermon that particularly caught your
attention, challenged, or confused you? How would you summarize the main ideas of this
week's message?

DIGGING DEEPER:
Read Matthew 5:38.

1) What was the intent of the rule Jesus was quoting? Why would it be a necessary
rule in a society?

2) How does the rule protect both the victim and the perpetrator?

Read Matthew 5:39-42.

3) How does Jesus’s new instruction bring out the heart behind the law?

4) Jesus seems to address his comments to those who would be considered the victims
in a situation. Why do you think his focus is there?
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5) What is your natural response to being wronged or victimized? How hard is it for
you to respond like Jesus tells them to here? Why?

6) When do you think it is appropriate to seek justice as opposed to turning the other
cheek?

7) How does verse 42 inform your response to friends or family? To panhandlersin a
parking lot?
Read 1 Cor 6:1-7.

8) How is the issue Paul addresses here similar to our passage in Matthew 5? How is it
different?

9) What does Paul view as more important than seeking justice for ourselves in this
context? Why?

TAKING IT HOME:

1) Are there any situations in your life where you need to apply this week’s teaching?

Prayer Requests:
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